Eqol. 17. 


The Athenian Mercury. 


F2umb.4- 


DatucDay, April t 3. 1695. 


S't lawful for me, on any pretence what- 
foever, to injure a Friend, or to expofe 
him to open fhame, or difcover any thing 
that may touch bis Life ; he baving been 
ferviceable to me on all occafions, and 
very charitable in fome great Exigencies: For Example, 
ould I know him to be a Clipper, if I fhould dijcover 
him fo as to be found out, I’m fure be mut lofe bis life; 
and would not that be herder on my confcience than the 


Queft. 1. 


prefent crime, which J may fuppofe him to be guilty of ? 


For indeed J can't conclude it to be 4 fin either againft God 
or my Neighbour, any more than as ‘tis a breach of the 
Laws of the Land. Now, altho it be {aid inthe 7th of 
Ezra and the 26th, That whofoever will not do the 
Laws of God andthe Laws of the King, that Judy- 
ment fhould be Executed {peedily upon ’em, whether to 
Death, or to Banifhment, &«. yet mayn't they plead that 
there have been Kings who bave made fuch Laws,as *trwoow'd 
have been a fin to have kept them, However, I find not 
this 2 fin againft God, becaufe tis no where forbid in the 
Scripture ; nor do J find it any fin againft my Neigbbonr, 
fince 1 no ways cheat him, for I utterly deny Counterfeit- 
ing, and the narrow mony paffes as well as any, may tt 
jecms vo make more plenty in the Nation, Thefe things 
coufider'd, I defire your Advice, whether I ought to betray 
my Friznd, or rather were not Seft so advife and threaten 
kim, that J'll make 4 Difcovery if be goes on in this 
pratbice. ° 


Anfw, The queri feems to grant, that if he 
thought Clipping really a fin againft Ged and his 
Neighbour, be fhou’d be oblig’d to difcover fuch as 
orattice it, notwithftanding any private’ obligations. 
Now nothing can be plainer then that he’s widely 
miftaken in all the frivolous arguments he produces in 
its defence. He will run into that broad fallacy that 
tis not afm againft God any more then as ‘tis ani 
tence againft the Laws of .the Land; and isnot that 
*nough ? How often has he been told that by any 
fuch offence he incurs dammation, nor can any thing be 
flier then that pittiful fhift ; thatfome Kings have 
made fome wicked Laws, when ‘tis plain that this Law 
is juft and good, nay neceflary . for all inter courfe be- 
ween nations, and particular men, .”Tis undoubtedly 
2 fin againft God, if it be one againft our Neighbour, 
fince the fame who faid thou fhait have po other Gods 
but me, faid alfo, Thou fhalt not Seal. But Clipping 
‘s not exprefly forbidden im Scripture. No more 
‘s cutting a purfe ox picking a pocket, tho perhaps falfe 
weights will come very near it, which, aswell as a falfe 
Ballance, are an abomination to God. However, 
cheating, in general, is doubtlels forbidden, and the 
more wide and univer/al, the worle ftill,, and more un- 
excufeable, and none caa be more fa then this, of dé- 
niniflung, or adulterasing the currant Coyn of a Nation. 
ihe querift pretends to be againft Coyning, tho not 
Lipping,tho one of thefe is a Cheat as well as the other, 
and feldom are divided, But the narrow-mony pafies 
cs well as any ; it dees fo, but for too good a reafon 
hecaufe we have fo little elf left, whence, one wou'd 
‘hink, the clippers Trade cou’d not-long ftand, for 
want of materials to work upon. Now thoit pafies 
among, our felves yet we find other things when we 


have to deal with Forreigners, even at prelent, where-. 


by the guilty perfon injures both the7rade and Reputati- 
on of his Country and may therefore be juftly branded 
asthe common Enemy; and even asto private perfons, 
it muft come home to them at laft,-and the 
flick fomewhere, befides the general ftop which m_all 
probability it muft put to Trade and bufineG, when 


the money happens to becalld in, as Hiftory affures 
us ¢ has been formerly, when there was not near fo 
much trafic as now there is. And which Wwe may 
partly guefs at by the extream /nconvenience which all 
Traders found at the late calling in of the Tin- 
farthings. . Much more may be {een to the fame pur- 
pole in Mr. Fleetwoods very ulefal and ingenious 
fermon on this occafion. From which, with what 
has been here faid, the querift may refolve his own 
queftion, if he takes, in the cenfideration how much 
nore itrongly he's oblig’d to his Country then he can 
be to any particular perfon, . 


_ Queft, 2, There’s 4 certain Vicaridge in the diocels of 
Gloucefter ; svbich is poffest by one whe is Reétor of ano- 
ther Benefice, but be allows his curate (0 little, the # man 
of good worth and Learning, that he is fore’d to leave it, nor 
will any other accept it on fuch Terms, fo that there's 4 
large parifh of mear two thoufand Communicants with- 
Out amy to adminifter the Sacraments, vifit the fick, or buty 
the Dead. Pray what methods are proper for us t0 take 
fo as to obtain redreG in this great misfortune ? 4 


_ Aafw.'n the firft place, if’t be a Vicaridge,how co 
the Vicar not to refide a€tually on the mice) which he’s 
oblig’d to do, and we can't tell how he can otherwife 
enjoyit? But if he thon'd’ be difpenfed with by the 
Bithop, thac fects One ching in the queftion that 
muft needs be a miftake, which is the two rhoufand 
Communicants, an incredible thing in a parifh; Inkabi- 
tants therefore fure it fhou'd be, and even (0, a felr 
Number, As for the Fad it felf, if crue, ’tis very owl 
and God forgive him who. is guilty on’t. The way 
to remecly this inconvenience isto apply your felvesto 
the right reverend Diocefan, who, on your making out 
wens allegations, will be fare to do you juftice in this 
Matter. 


Quek. 3 J take notice in fome of your former Mercu- 
rys that you blame our fex for being over crédulous 
aud wonder we don't take more care whom we bélievé. 
Pray be fo kind te teach us your skill, when « min courts 
us, bow we fhail know whether ris for marryagé or for 
Diverfion, or any other reafon ? 


Aufe, So difficult a queftion, that we believe many 
a man can fearce refolve it himfelf in the time of his 
Courtfhip, tor, like other common Srearers and Lyers, 
he may have told his 7a/e fo often till at laft he believes 
himfelf, tho it may be not a word on’t true at bottom. 
There are indeed {o many Equivocations tn Love that 
"tis much éafier to be in the wrodg then the righr, 
whineing, crying, dying, and all that, One” thay almoft 
teach Monfeur Le Chein, : as well as e’re a Loving two- 
legg'd Puppy in Chriftendom. AN bucwriting Love- 
Letters, whee we think no four-lege’d beaft can clo 
befides an a and he’s a little ot the Jargeft fize 
for aLover. We. muft therefore returd to ourold 
infallible rule, and if a man does really marry you, 
you may believe he courted you for marryage, at leaft, 
Son Mi oy KB WOR” ant Hadi agi Foie gud 
é: a hus word and Honour, and Faichy anid 
Coniciencey Sin bein a parcel oF Weng co ie 
the Matrimony-fervice that will have and hold him to 
the Grind-fione when-all-the other ties aré as cafily 
fnapt as made, and tento one but he forfakes ye, 
laughs at ye, and expoles ye iato the bargain.’ 
j ts ; 


Queft. Pe Pray refolve thefe ferw guefions, or elfe own 
your Ignorance: After whdt tanner an Eryrter is beeetar} 
6h $ 


ed? How Jong ‘tis in the Womb e’re “tis Frought forth? 
Wheeber it breaths ? if their bodies are upheld by bones ? 
if fo, whetber thofe bones are linkt together by finews ? if 
thofe fnews are fortify'd by mufcles? Whether any chata 
dows the back, plyable to turning and winding ? Whether 
shrotigh ther paff?s a white marrow or Pisbe ? Whether tt 
hath g Liver? Whetber in the Liver a receptacle of choler? 
Whether it bas a Heart ? Whether it bas Kidneys? Whe- 
sher it bas arteries? Whether it bis veins? Whether it 
bas 4 skin? Whetber ’shas a midriff? if bare, or bairy? 
if fingle or_Clewen-Fooed? sox long it generally lrves ? 
Why do fome creep and fome fly ? 


Anf{m. 1s this fair,to fling a whole Saint Bafil at us, 
and leave us ho choice but to fubfcribe our felves, 
your Humble Duaces, or tell what all the Phifofophers, 

himfelf, cou’d not refolve ? Well, if ‘twill 
pleaie you to acknowledge we can’t anfter all theic 
qucftions, or moft of em, we'll willingly do it, bat it 
nothing. but a Categorical Decifien will fatisfy you, 
you muft be content to ftay a little longer, till we 
have made fome Experiments on the little Animal, 
which as foon as we have done, we'll tell you all we 
imow, and muft think ye very unconftionable if you'd 
have Us do any more. 


Queft. 5. Vvhether, isit probable will fight the better, 
@Soldier that is marry’d, or one that is not, fince 1 6b- 
ferve former Generals differ in vkax point, fome allowing 
Wives to their Souldiers, as thinking ‘swon'd double 
their Courage, ¢/pecially againft an Ynvafion; others on 
the contrary forbidding ’em not only Wives, but the ufe of 
all women, alledging that *smou'd too much Soften and 
effeminate ¢m: 


' Anfw, There’s no doubt but the greateft part of 
thofe vaft armies which were rais’d by the antients, 
muft be compos’d of marry d men as well as Batchellors, 
and. zccaule the whole Country went to war together, 
and even iu che Komen wars, the Northern Nations we 
find were not only marry'd, but generally carryd their 
Wives with them, and yet never fiercer Souldiers in 

the world. As for the inftance the querift gives, in 

the cafe of Jnvafon, it muft be a craven-cock indeed 

that won't fight for his Hens upon hisown Dungbill, 

And the difadvantage of one fide, by the crys and im- 

portunities of that fex, the want of Difcipline and 

rawnefs of Burghers in moft x4tions, as well as the 

odds from the firft fury of an Jmpreffion, may yet be 

made up by De/pair, for a man muft fight or yield 

when hecan go no farther. To conclude, if a mian 

either loves his wife, or bases her,he muft fight ftoutly, 
either to fave her, or to be rid of her. Tis true that 
liberty of concubinage does feem to emafculate thofe 

who ule it, as we {ce in all che Zaffern Nations: And 
what elfe makes the 7urkif Emperors fo weak and 
effeminate when they come to the Throne, but becarfle 
they are foften'd and loofen’d by their Education 
among Euxuchs and momen in their Seragiio’s. 


There is Newly Publifhed, 


Saterdotis, 
by the Death of that moft excellent Princefs, our late 
Gr asious Sovereign Lady, Mary the Second of Glorious 
= By Jveary Park, Curate of Wentworth in rork- 


A Pindarick Poem Occafion’d 


> The of all Religions i: Yori 
the Geeta: den to this Prefeae a egg 


peptone 


_ Swmmsby them 


Two Parts. The firft containing their Theary, 
and the other relating their practices; (742 Vy 
rious inftances upon Every Head. Tow hich isadd. 
Vable ot Hercfies: as allo a Gecgraphical 
p, fhewing in what Countrey Each Ruiigicn 
is Practifed. Written in a different ALethod trom 
any thing yet publifhed on this Swbjet?. By Williaa 
Turner, M. A. and-Vicar of Walberton-in Su fex. 
Both printed for F. Duntoiz,and are alfofold tv F. 
Richardfon, near the Poultr)-Chareh, ; 


The Efigics of her lace melt Gracion; 
Max fty Queen Mary, of blefied mucmugr} h her 
Titles, being the reprefentation ot Ler Lamers! F 

On the reverle the is made afcending to Heaven, cing, 
receiv'd by Angels, and Ciown'c with a Diadem o; 
Stars ; leaving her Regalia upon a Pedefiai-ofictone, 
fignifying the firm eftablifhment of the Gayuaas,. 
with Britannia fitting by, lamenting her ici. Undcer- 
neath is a fhort Elegy, and a Chronology of thea 
Remarkable Paffages, from her Birth to her intermeur, 
Curioufly Engraven to the Life,by S. Gribelingand may 
be hadat moft Printhhops in Loadon and Weeilminiler, 


> ¥ hel WiiDi 


At the Kings-Arms, in the Minories, being 
the late Dwelling houfe of Mr. George Fifber,Gunimith, 
Deceafed, is to be fold all forts of Fine and Ordinar 
Arms, viz. Birding-Guas, Carbine, Iiftols, Méufquers, 
Mufquettocus, Mufquettoon-Piftels, at very reasonable 
rates, and likewile the honufe tobe let, being verv 
Convenient for any fhop-keeper. Inquire at- the place 
aforefaid. : 


Fhefe areto give Notice, That chere isa 
Fair granted to be kept in Brooksfield Market-placc, near 
the Eaft corner of Hide-Park in Middlefex, for all forts 
of Goods, and the two firft days will be for Live Cattle 
and Leather. It will begin on the firft day of Mluy next, 
1695. and continue till the 16th day, and fo will be 
held Yearly atthe fame timeand place, - 


_ Whereas the Adventure called the Prer- 
tieft Fewel, was defigned to be drawn upon the rth 
ofthis inftant April, the undertakers, upon an ex28 
Computation, find that there is but $270 odd Pounds 
taken out; and that they may do things with deli. 
beration, Relolve it fhall be Drawn full the 2d of 
May, anchthat no Tickets be delivered out alter the 
25th of April. Tickets and Propofals may be had of Carr, 
Paffil, at the King’s Arms, Mr. Nathan! Rigdale, at the 

ing’s-Head, Mr. Edward Harrijon, at the Hen ane 
Chickens, Mr. Fobn Gilpin, at the Golden-Ancher iy 
Cheapfide.. Mr. Thomas Minfhull, atthe Colden-Faulcos 
Mr, Kobert Cole, at the Golden- Anchor in Fleet-fireet. By, 
Samuel Layfield, at the White-Horje in wil sehr ld 

Mr, Xoberts, at the Dragon, near the New-Exchayee ix 
the. Strand. Captain Pitts, in Holbourn, Mr, Avivo 
Coleman, in Ealt-Smitkfield, Mr. Rickard Adams, at the 
Black-Fiorfe in the Strand, Goldfmiths, Mr. Lloyd, at 
his Coffee-Houfé in Lombard-ffreet. Mr. Sanders. 2t the 
Carli -Coffee-Houfe near Guild-Hall. Mr. Buckeridge 
at his Coffee-Hon/e; near the George-Jnn in Alder{gase- 
ftrect. Mr, Coliman,at his Coffee-Houfe, near the Kitg’s 
Head Tavern in the Burrough of Southwark. Mr. Faves 
Mathburn, Mercer; at - Mr. Edmond Anlaby 
Ironmonger, at the Corner of Greek-Greet near Sec. 
Hoe. Mr. Brown, at his edie 4 in King’s-firect 
Weftminfter, Mri G Webb, at his Coffec-Hoyfr, ia 
VWeft-Smitbficld, Mr. Thomas Eve, Tallow-Chandfer 
near the Bell in Shooe-lane, Mr, Angel, at the Ange! iz 
Ludgate-ftreet. Mr. Laud » Goldimith, in Lox- 
bard treet. All which Perfons fland Accountable for the 
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